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Spymg on the Spot

When it comes to the matter of spying—or in-'
telligence activity, if one prefers that euphemNIsHi— |
we_Americang Are. still comparative, Johnny-come- |

B

formed and expanded after World war II we had
no continuing, large scale intelligence network.
Under such circumstances it is nof. too surpris-
-ing if t .hﬁ .as has been charged, did goof, in!
estifiidles of t situation within Castro's a and
in planning that preceded the recent dlsastrous

_‘ “invasion” wlnch failed and put the U. S. on such'

& spot. - {
T ¢ j il has. net yet heen demon-i
straled officially, despite all the rumors and re-t
ports” -, ources Just as “authoritative” as 1hose.
chafging the CIAa with fouling up the anti-Castro '
jnvasion have repox ted that the CIA’s mtelhgence
estimates were accurate, and were such as to dis-,
courage the mvasmn but that it was carried cuti
anyway. T !

inquiry such as retired Gen. Maxwell Taylor is to,
direct at the’ request’ of President Kennedy——not,
just an effort to fix blame.for the Cuban catas-:
trophe, but to assay thoroughly the necessarily sec-
ret activities of ‘the big mystery agency. Perhaps
jt has outgrown its proper activity, and some |
phases of its functions, now said to include stlategw
and such, should ke curtailed or. ehmmated {
lConsxdermg -that our intelligence agency ha:l
‘ really been in evus%ence less than two decades, 1t‘
is believable that-it 74§ 'made some mistakes, one!
~perhaps being acceptance of responsibilities not|
properly within its. s sphere. " If so, however, they
! should be examined and evaluated in the sort of
| inquiry Gen. Taylor is directing, not under the glare'
of congressional .inquiry.
v . For those Americans distressed by the rumor edl
i failures of the CIA it may be of some comfort to
\ know that Butam which has reputedly had a top-
fhght mtelhgence <e),nce for many, many yeavs, is
doing some soul-searching on the subject of spying; -
too, In Britain, howeve1 the worry is over betlay-"
|al. The British fbrelgn office official this week |
! sentenced to a recq’j ;1’;{,2 years in prison for spying.?
it i being whispered out loud. betrayed the woxk-
jings of British ifitelligence to the Russians.
A real blueprint of British intelligence opera-'
, tions, it has been said, would be worth more to the
'Russians than 15 army divisions and a very large
bomb Viewed on the heels of other sengatlonall
=py1m: disclosures in Br:tam this newest scandal,
has led to a fear that the vaunted British intelli-
gence service must have to undergo a painful, dil-
ficult and time-consuming process of reorganization
of methods and personnel. The result is ghat a
high-level study of British intelligence is being
|launched, just as study of our CIA is being made.
Spying, both ours and 'that, .,pL&qg_,Qoscst and
fmost” mlg' ‘fan c@ly 18, thu%\%x much on the spot

at the “'ﬁmg‘

There fis,” however’ good reason for a top-level! .
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